Prostitution in Europe
increased, although the suppression of bordells would, if general conditions actually deteriorated, necessarily lead to an increase in the activity of the pander. The bordells were closed in 1898: in 1895, 22; in 1896, 19; in 1897, 27 persons were convicted on the charge of pandering. During the next three years, 30, 33, and 25 ; during the last five years, 13, 23, 28, 26, and 22 respectively. The learned chief of the Zurich police declared to me that the bordell system " had earned practically universal disapprobation. No one would now again urge the introduction of tolerated houses, not even the unprejudiced and liberally-disposed. Houses where a madame can hire out girls and acquire profits are not wanted by any one." An important official in Chris-tiania urged that whether regulation is desirable or not, the destruction of the bordell was an advantage. The Amsterdam police favored their extirpation and after fifteen years' experience "are still opposed to them." The foregoing judgments are based on police grounds; assuredly the case against the bordell would be all the stronger, were indirect considerations also allowed to weigh.
Nowhere does the suppression of the bordell aggravate the domicile problem, which, as a matter of fact, settles itself in abolition towns, just as it does in regulation towns. The English, Swiss, Dutch, and Scandinavian prostitutes seek rooms in sections occupied by the poor, usually paying a considerably higher rental than is paid by decent folk. In some cases their character.
a translation of " Kuppelei" which includes all forms of promoting prostitution.
326